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geometry, music, and perspective,1 and in
various tongues. When she was thirteen,
there came to her father's court certain
Saracen merchants, and Constance, hearing
of the rich merchandise they had brought,
went down to inspect it and to question them
concerning their land and creed. Finding
that they were heathen, she at once proceeded
to convert them, and such was her eloquence
that before returning to their own land, they
were all baptised. Nor were they content
with this, for on their arrival in Saracenland,
they began to preach the new doctrine. The
Sultan sent for them, that his wise men might
rebuke them, but they refuted the arguments
of the heathen, and then " began to praise
the maid Constance, who had converted and
fully instructed them, for very high and noble
wit and wisdom, and great marvellous beauty*
and gentleness, and nobleness of blood." So
deep an impression did they make on their
lord that he was " greatly overcome with love
for the maiden" and promptly dispatched these
same merchants, and with them a heathen
Admiral, to demand her in marriage. Tiberius
sent back the messengers with great honour,

1 This unusual list of the seven sciences is that given
by Trivet.